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retain her mare clausum, while Russia and England would
share equally in the favorable position which their fleets
would have for exercising control over Constantinople and
•the Dardanelles. But Sir Edward Grey, in view of British
public opinion and the fact that other Powers had a right
to be consulted in any modification of the Straits treaties,
did not want any mention to be made of the Bosphorus
and the Dardanelles in the Anglo-Russian Convention
which dealt primarily with the Middle East. So Izvolski
failed to induce England to abandon her traditional atti-
tude. Thereupon Izvolski decided to turn to Baron Aehren-
thal and seek a solution of the Straits Question through
cooperation with Austria.
THE BTTCHLAU BARGAIN OF SEPTEMBER, 1908
In 1906 the direction of Foreign Affairs in Russia and in
Austria passed into the hands respectively of two men who
represented more aggressive and ambitious policies than
their predecessors. At St. Petersburg, Alexander Izvolski,
shrewd, subtle, proud, belonging to the Russian rural no-
bility but supposed to be a great admirer of British Liberal-
ism, wished to win back for Russia in the Balkans the
prestige which she had recently lost in her disastrous ad-
Powers should have liberty to send their vessels of war into the Straits
without going into the Black Sea;" Grey to Nicolson, Oct. 14, 1908;
Grey, I, 179. Izvolski also says there had been negotiations with Eng-
land twice concerning the Straits, "une fois par 1'intennediaire de Benck-
endorff, et la seconde fois par mon intermediate, lors de mon sejour &
Londres, en automne 1908;" L.N., I, 148; Stieve, I, 163; M.F.R., p. 122.
And Eintze, Emperor William's personal representative in Russia, gath-
ered from Sir Arthur Nicolson that the Straits question had been dis-
cussed in connection with the Anglo-Russian Convention negotiations
<GP., XXH, 80-81, note; XXVI, 127, 218-219, note). We may there-
fore reject as untrue both Viscount Grey's later statement that "the
question of the Straits was not mixed up with those Anglo-Russian nego-
tiations about Persia," (Grey, I, 159), and Izvolski's "particular assur-
ance" to Aehrenthal in September, 1907, "that he had not spoken of the
question to the English" (GP., XXII, 80-81); for Benckendorff's equally
untrue denial, see G.P., XXV, 306.

